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Abstract: In the paper, we present the development of symbolic interactionism (SI) in Poland by

Symbolic Interaction-

tracing and discussing its beginnings, as well as the influence the Chicago School had on the reception

ism; History of Sociolo-

of SI in Polish sociology. Furthermore, we differentiate between two trends in the development of SI in

gy; Polish Researchers;

Poland. One is connected with the early theoretical elaborations of the SI orientation and translations

Grounded Theory;

of classical books representing this perspective; another is linked with empirical work underpinned

Polish Sociology; Quali-

by SI concepts and the grounded theory approach in empirical research and data analysis. Stressing

tative Methods; Qualita-

the importance of translations of classical texts of SI in its reception in Poland, we emphasize the role

tive Sociology; Sociolog-

of field research and applications of SI concepts in sociological investigations that we shortly charac-

ical Theory

terize.
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W

hile attempting to write about the
development of symbolic interac-

The Beginnings—Theoretical and
Methodological Orientation

tionism (SI) in Poland, one must
indicate the main inspirations and

It is assumed that the works of scholars at the Uni-

works that helped popularize this theoretical orien-

versity of Chicago had an impact on the develop-

tation, and that used the methods and concepts of

ment of SI and qualitative sociology. Robert E. Park

SI in empirical research. We write about the works

and Ernest Burgess, propagators of fieldwork, in-

that directly refer to SI as a perspective used in so-

spired their students who conducted investigations

ciological theorizing, as well as field studies. We do

of Chicago urban life to apply observation as a data

not widely discuss the works that mention the SI

collection method (Węgleński 1983; 1988; Szacki

perspective marginally, with no analysis of its fun-

2005; Czekaj 2007:163). Their Introduction to the Sci-

damental assumptions or application of its concepts

ence of Sociology (Park and Burgess 1921), ennobling

in empirical research, nor which use them only as

field research by “making it a fully-fledged academ-

an “adornment” by mere reference to this orienta-

ic undertaking and the foundation of sociology as

tion. Our emphasis is on the works that combined

such,” remained the basis for the theoretical prepa-

empirical research with the perspective of SI.

ration of sociologists throughout the interwar peri-

1

od (Szacki 2005:604 [trans. AK and KTK]). And, for
One can argue that the development of qualitative

Polish readers, this work was accessible thanks to

sociology in Poland was directly connected with the

Florian Znaniecki, who published its translation,

theoretical grounding of the qualitative sociological

Wprowadzenie do nauk socjologii in 1926 (see also:

research in the Chicago School and SI (Hałas 1987;

Wincławski 2012:5).

1994; Wyka 1988; Konecki, Kacperczyk, and Marciniak 2005). Even if this development is not referred to

Before that, Florian Znaniecki (1882-1958) and Wil-

directly, it is included in the general perspective of

liam I. Thomas (1863-1947) made a landmark study

the qualitative studies—in the concepts of identity,

on migration. Their book, The Polish Peasant in Eu-

self, the definition of the self, the transformation of self/

rope and America (1918-1920 [1958]), was one of the

identity, the definition of the situation, social organiza-

most influential pieces using qualitative research

tion, or social worlds. These concepts are the effect of

(Sinatti 2008:2, 5; Stanley 2010:141; see also: Blum-

the influences of SI but also derive from the Chicago

er 1969:117) that offered the analysis of personal

School, with its works that embraced the personal,

life-records (letters between family members sent

subjective view of reality, the social organization,

to the newspapers, the documents of associations,

human practices in everyday life, and work pro-

the autobiographies, the life histories), and—ac-

cesses with particular emphasis on the field stud-

cording to the authors—these were excellent so-

ies, fieldwork, and qualitative methods of research,

ciological materials. Using them was an important

including personal documents (Schatzman and

methodological innovation since the combination

Strauss 1973; Strauss 1987; 1993).

of such data has not been applied in any sociological study before.

This article is based on the presentation delivered by the authors
at the 8th Conference of the European Society for the Study of
Symbolic Interaction, Studying Everyday Life: Generic Dimensions of
Interactionist Inquiry, held in Lodz, Poland, July 04-08, 2017.
1

The qualitative analysis of personal documents
elucidated that attitudes and actions are shaped
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by social and cultural milieus (Sinatti 2008:7).

upon diverse processes. The Polish Peasant and

Znaniecki and Thomas also disclosed that an in-

other works of Znaniecki,2 as well as his activities

dividual’s actions are shaped by how their per-

promoting the use of personal documents in social

sonality, social attitudes, and situations are inter-

research, defined the development of qualitative

connected (Thomas and Znaniecki 1976; Konecki

sociology and marked the scope of substantive ar-

2017). Moreover, in their opinion, a social analy-

eas of rural and urban sociology, sociology of na-

sis should be focused on social change, since bi-

tion (Konecki et al. 2005), including the sociology

ographical and personality changes accompany it.

of migration (Sinatti 2008; Dolińska 2020; Fiń 2020),

Still, according to Znaniecki, a person is immersed

and the development of biographical methods in

in the culture. Thus, an innovative or a changing

sociological research (Schütze 1983; Włodarek and

self could only happen within this culture (Hałas

Ziółkowski 1990). Thomas and Znaniecki belonged

1983:350). For Znaniecki, what is essential for ac-

to the Chicago School of sociology. At the begin-

tion (interaction), are cultural values and systems

ning of the 20th century, not only the method of

of norms (Hałas 1983:350; see also: Kaczmarczyk

personal documents has been developed by the

2020). His orientation is not only interactive but

disciples from the Chicago School but also field

also normative and culturalistic. What separates

studies, nowadays called field research or socio-

his point of view from Blumer’s is that in Znaniec-

logical ethnography (Konecki 2017). The social

ki’s approach the norms are already given in the

mapping of the cities was another important tool

cultural context. Whereas, in Blumer’s view, it is

of research, and social diagnosis implemented by

the individual who creates them situationally and

the scholars from the University of Chicago (Cze-

actively refers to them in their interpretations, con-

kaj 2007:183, 205-229), and one can notice the influ-

testations, and redefinitions. This seemingly minor

ence of the methods of mapping in the situational

difference paved, in effect, the way for conceptual

analysis by Adele E. Clarke (2003; 2005).

differences in theorizing about the social world by
successive generations of Polish social researchers.

The reception of the Chicago School and lat-

Not all of them developed approaches typical for

er SI sociology was strongly connected with the

Blumerian SI.

works of Znaniecki, especially the one produced
in collaboration with Thomas—The Polish Peasant

When it comes to life histories analysis, the cru-

(Kaczmarczyk 2018). It has created the intellectual

cial point is the concentration on the processual

atmosphere for the subsequent reception of the SI

aspects of social phenomena (e.g., the process of

in Poland. The concepts of the definition of the sit-

adjustment and social organization, the process

uation, the definition of the self, and/or joint action

of changing family forms, etc.). The authors of The

were easier to accept knowing the works published

Polish Peasant have shown that qualitative sociology treated processes as “subjects” of the research,
what allowed following the changes (e.g., the sequence of events in the becoming process) and to
determine the “subjective meaning,” as well as
how one’s definition of the situation is impacting

10
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Among them should be mentioned: Cultural Reality (1919),
Introduction to Sociology (1922), The Laws of Social Psychology
(1925), two volumes of Sociology of Education (1928; 1930), The
City in View of Its Inhabitants (1932), The Method of Sociology
(1934), Social Actions (1936), The Social Role of the Man of Knowledge (1940), Cultural Sciences (1952), or Social Relations and Social
Roles (1965).
2
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by Znaniecki and the group of his collaborators.

Eleven years after the publication of The Polish Peas-

The interest in the subjective, situational, cultural,

ant, Znaniecki’s student and close associate, Józef

and personal approach in studying the communi-

Chałasiński, continued his mentor’s inquiries. In

ties was popular since the very beginning of in-

his habilitation, The Ways of Worker’s Social Advance-

stitutional sociology in Poland. It was under the

ment (Drogi awansu społecznego robotnika) published

influence of Znaniecki, who laid the foundations

in 1931, he elaborated on autobiographies collected

of Polish sociology and, at the same time, personi-

during the first memoir contest (1921) organized

fied the link between the American and the Polish

by Znaniecki. Directly pointing to the close meth-

sociology schools. His influence on Polish sociolo-

odological and thematic relationship linking his

gy was through his endeavors, important method-

analysis with the work of Thomas and Znaniecki,

ological publications (Znaniecki 1934; 1976), as well

Chałasiński emphasized that:

as his organizational work. In 1920, he established
the first Institute of Sociology in Poznan (Dulcze-

Only autobiographies allow us to learn about those

wski 1992; Czekaj 2007), creating the Department

aspirations that underlie the social advancement of an

of Sociology and Philosophy of Culture, and start-

individual. They tell us about what people in a given

ed his famous sociological seminar under the same

environment consider to be a social promotion (a so-

name (Dulczewski 1992:140). By founding “a school

cial distinction), to improve their social position and

of theoretic and applied sociology,” Znaniecki in-

what they are satisfied with, in this regard. Finally,

troduced the idea of “gathering and elaborating”

they, and only they, allow us to understand the role

sociological materials on Polish soil. Being highly

of the social environment and various social institu-

interested in the autobiographical method, he in-

tions in the social advancement of individuals, in the

vented a new way of collecting personal materials

shaping of their social consciousness. No other ma-

through memoir-writing competitions. In 1921, he

terial, however significant from a different cognitive

announced the first memoir contest addressed to

standpoint and helpful for a sociologist, can replace

physical workers and received 149 autobiographies.

the autobiography in this respect. Economic data tell

The success of that first competition gave way to

us about the objective, factual structure of society, or

the forthcoming “social memoirs” (pamiętnikarstwo

its classes. However, they do not say anything about

społeczne). Collecting autobiographical writings as

what this structure is in the social consciousness of

a form of developing knowledge about contempo-

groups, what meanings it has for the social aspira-

rary society became a very popular method of data

tions of people, and their collective life. [Chałasiński

gathering in Poland. In the interwar period, the

(1931) 1979:20 (trans. AK and KTK)]

memoir competition shaped under the influence
of such great Polish scholars as Florian Znaniecki,

Chałasiński applied this method in his subsequent

Ludwik Krzywicki, Józef Chałasiński, Jan Szcze-

studies on peasant and working class. As a result

pański brought a monumental collection of diaries:

of the competition announced in 1936-1937 by the

by youth, peasants, emigrants, physical workers,

Editorial Board of the magazine Agricultural Train-

miners, teachers, social activists, physicians, new

ing, 1,544 memoirs were obtained from young rural

professionals, the unemployed, and other social

activists all over Poland. The topic of this compe-

categories.

tition was “A Description of My Life, Work, Plans,

Qualitative Sociology Review • www.qualitativesociologyreview.org
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and Hopes.” In 1938, based on these autobiographi-

nomic emigration and the American education sys-

cal materials, Chałasiński published a monumental

tem. The fruits of these studies are two monographs

four-volume work entitled Młode pokolenie chłopów

in Polish: Parish and Parochial School among Polish Im-

(The Young Generation of Peasants). Znaniecki wrote

migrants in America (1935) and The School in American

the Preface to this book, stating that:

Society (1936). However, it is difficult to find direct
references to George H. Mead and Herbert Blumer

Sociologist studies, “the mutual influence, devel-

in his works. The influences of pragmatic thought

opment, transformation, and decay of social forms,

permeated rather through the works of Thomas

modes of action and functions, or, in other words, ways

and Znaniecki, concerning the personal and subjec-

of adapting social groups to new and changing living

tive view of social reality, and possibly through the

conditions”…For this kind of sociological analysis, au-

works of Dewey, if we think about the educational

tobiographical material is the best material. It describes

reflections and democracy. The works of Znaniecki

the author’s social situations, as well as their attitudes

and Chałasiński were not called “symbolic interac-

and actions in these situations. The subjectivism of this

tionist” neither by them nor by others, but they bore

material is therefore not a weakness, but an advantage,

the hallmarks of this way of thinking about social

because the attitudes and aspirations of an individual

reality in Poland and created the grounds for the re-

and their behavior are not the result of objective, but

ception of SI perspective.

subjective situations. An individual’s responses relate
not to the situations as they are independent of the in-

The relation of Znaniecki’s concept of the humanistic

dividual, but to how the acting individual sees them.

coefficient with the assumptions of SI is more prob-

An individual’s starting point is their definition of the

lematic (Hałas 1983). However, their influence on

situation in which they find themselves. [Znaniecki

the biographical studies was immense. The mem-

(1938) 1984:XXXII-XXXIII (trans. AK and KTK)]

oir’s competitions invented and implemented by
Znaniecki became a very popular method of gath-

This way Znaniecki’s student implemented the idea

ering the empirical material for sociological analy-

of the humanistic coefficient in the study on the young

ses. Before World War II and later, they were widely

Polish generation of peasants, their life, and strug-

used by social researchers in Poland to reach various

gles for the advancement in social position. Educa-

professional and occupational groups (Chałasińs-

tion was one of the agents of the liberation of the

ki 1971; Szczepański 1976). Between 1921 and 1966,

young peasants from the shackles of the local com-

there were over 300 memoir contests organized in

munity and assigned social position.

Poland (Jakubczak 1966:3).

Chałasiński knew the American pragmatists’ works,

With time the memoir competition created the basis

which was evidenced by his article Dewey as a De-

for the development of the approach being recog-

mocracy Educator (Chałasiński 1927). Following his

nized as “the Polish method,” which was founded

teacher and mentor in sociology, Chałasiński also

on methodological directives worked out by Florian

visited the United States of America. In 1931-1933,

Znaniecki and Ludwik Krzywicki concerning the

using a scholarship received from the Rockefeller

use and analysis of diaries. Franciszek Jakubczak

Foundation, he conducted studies on Polish eco-

describes this method as characterized by:

12
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1) scientific, materialistic theory of social reality and

finally, Krzywicki recommended the principle of

the laws of social development, 2) recognizing mem-

complex, humanistic content analysis in which the

oirs as an adequate image of social reality and valu-

evidence for descriptions and generalizations are:

able source of materials, showing in harmonious

(1) excerpts from diaries; (2) diaries presented in ex-

connection the facts of consciousness and facts in the

tenso in the appendix; (3) the entire collection of di-

field of material living conditions and objective social

aries in a particular study (Jakubczak 1989:265-266).

relations, 3) practical implementation of the principle
of binding and mutual verification of diary research

Although the influence of Thomas and Znaniecki,

with empirical field research, 4) applying to dia-

and after them, Znaniecki’s students, on the fur-

ries, apart from the sociological principle of content

ther development of qualitative sociology in Poland

analysis, also the economic and statistical method of

could be argued and discussed (Szczepański 1976;

analysis—regarding relevant indicators on a national

Konecki et al. 2005), there is no doubt that Znaniec-

scale, 5) the principle of social service in publishing

ki not only founded but also practically formatted

the authentic auto-chronicles of representatives of

the Polish sociological scene, delineating the way of

the working classes, to illustrate their actual situation

thinking about sociological research and conceptu-

and spiritual face, and to shape the awareness of so-

alizing social reality. For a long time, his works im-

ciety and link the workers and peasants’ culture with

posed themes and methods of social research and

the national culture. [Jakubczak 1989:265 (trans. AK

were a kind of mediator between the legacy of the

and KTK)]

Chicago School and the cradle of the Polish sociology. This influence faded with the decline of qual-

According to Ludwik Krzywicki, the diaries’ anal-

itative methods and the rapid development of the

ysis represents the principle of social service—the

quantitative approach, survey research, and statis-

authentic working-class’ narratives are published to

tical methods of analysis, which began to dominate

illustrate their actual situation and social awareness

in the Polish sociology from the 1960s.3

(Jakubczak 1989). In his understanding, the Polish
method assumed clear principles of diaries analy-

Inspirations and Translations

sis. First, all the content of a single diary should be
complexly analyzed. Then, its content is compared

From the 1960s, the reception of the still-developing

with other diaries in the collection. If any previous

thought of SI was mainly mediated by the original

particular collection exists, a comparative historical

works of Western researchers or by their transla-

analysis is applied. Next, the diary is contextual-

tions.4 In the 1970s, among the classical texts of SI

ized with statistics and economic data related to the

translated to Polish, the Polish audience had access

studied problem. All the materials should be considered regarding the accomplishments of contemporary sociological knowledge and general knowledge in the field of a studied research problem. As
a rule, during the analysis, the personal experience
of the researcher and professional knowledge of the
diary’s author should be taken into account. And,

Already in the 1950s, Chałasiński was accused of absolutizing
the personal document method and overestimating the role of
memoirs as a source for sociological research (Drozdowski
1970:123).
3

We should remember that the first translation of the monumental work of Thomas and Znaniecki (1918-1920) to Polish
was published by Ludowa Spółdzielnia Wydawnicza only
in 1976. It was late but provided Polish scholars with a more
friendly reading of this classical book.
4
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to the translation of G. H. Mead’s work Mind, Self

There were not many translated works in the field

and Society (1932 [1975]) and H. Blumer’s text, The

of SI at the turn of the 1970s and 1980s (Blumer 1975;

Sociological Implications of Thought of George H. Mead

Blumer 1984), mainly fragments, seldom the whole

(1975). In 1977, a translation of the part of Erving

works. Numerous translations appeared only in

Goffman’s Frame Analysis appeared (Łapiński 1977).

the next century, after 2000 (Goffman 2005; Blumer

And in 1981, the translation of Goffman’s book, The

2007).

Presentation of Self In Everyday Life (1959) by Helena
Datner-Śpiewak and Paweł Śpiewak, was published.

For a long time in Poland, the reception of SI was

This work, which is the basics for the dramaturgical

possible mostly in English, while research and anal-

perspective in sociology, addressed both the issue

yses were mainly conducted in Polish. Therefore,

of identity/self and the interactive involvement of

the introduction of symbolic interactionist notions

the individual and the group in the presentation of

was implemented through translations of the con-

the self. The work was based partly on ethnographic

cepts during their application in particular empir-

research, as well as SI inspirations, and thus gave

ical research.

some incentives for ethnographic research of interactions, defining the self and others in specific situ-

The translations of theoretical works were also im-

ations and cultural conditions. It was an important

portant so that the terminology of SI, as well as prag-

piece of work for Polish sociology. A similar inspi-

matic progenitors of this orientation, could be used

ration for Polish researchers was another translat-

to develop the theory (Hałas 1994). The erection of

ed work of Erving Goffman, On the Characteristics

theoretical concepts and the work of analyzing em-

of Total Institutions (1975), based on ethnographic re-

pirical materials, or biographical studies (Kaźmier-

search and formal analyses of various documents.

ska 2004), permeated each other, weaving the knots

This text about total institutions, together with The

of the SI paradigm. We can notice some influences

Presentation of Self in Everyday Life, inspired the Polish

of SI in biographical research,6 especially regard-

sociologists in their research and analyses of identi-

ing the concepts of Anselm Strauss ([1959] 2013;

ty presentation processes, and identity changes (see,

1993) related to the biographical work, the transfor-

e.g., Konecki 1987). Those two works by Goffman

mation of identity, or immersion in specific social

seemed to be the most popular references for the sociologists oriented to interactionism in general and
to SI in particular at that time in Poland.5
We are aware that the relation of Goffman with SI is problematic. He does not define himself as a symbolic interactionist at all. However, his early works, especially The Presentation
of Self in Everyday Life referring to Everett Hughes and Howard Becker; Asylums taking inspirations from Everett Hughes;
Stigma discussing the issues of identity and referring to Howard Becker, all of them testified to the fact that Goffman, indeed, drew inspirations from SI and entered into a dialogue
with its conceptions. He used, for example, the concept of
“moral career” (in the books Asylums and Stigma). Generally,
the idea of a career, especially the moral career, indicates the
processual character of the biographical work that is done by
5
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the subject. “Definitions of the situations,” along with the biographical path’s changes and the “the definition of the self”
shifts indicate some relations to SI too. We can also find the
“identity ambivalence” as an important topic of the work of
symbolic interactionists and also Erving Goffman’s. So, we
can see some common theoretical interests in the perspectives of SI and Erving Goffman, in his early works. However, we should also indicate that his perspective is aimed at
deciphering the formal features of interactions (especially in
ritual interactions), their types, and their structures. The later works of Goffman are more structurally oriented than the
earlier ones.
The main publications presenting a comprehensive lecture
on biographical methods in Poland were works edited by Jan
Włodarek and Marek Ziółkowski (1990), and later by Kaja
Kaźmierska (2012a).
6
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worlds (Kaźmierska 1999; 2008; 2012b; Rokuszews-

The achievements of the Polish school of biographical

ka-Pawełek 2002; Kaźmierska, Piotrowski, Waniek

research with the use of personal documents could

2012).

be included in the interpretative paradigm, although

7

with some reservations (see: Wilson 1970; Czyżewski
However, Elżbieta Hałas writes about “the uncertain

1984; Piotrowski 1998:3). SI has certainly given strong

status of biography in the orientation of symbolic in-

inspiration for the research on the relationship be-

teractionism” (1990:198 [trans. AK and KTK]), point-

tween biography, the definitions of identity, and

ing out that biographical (auto)reports, while being

transformations (Piotrowski 1985; 1998:47; Bokszańs-

recommended by symbolic interactionists (Becker

ki 1986; 1989). These issues were addressed by Polish

1966; Blumer 1969; Denzin 1970), do not provide ac-

sociologists in the 1980s (Ziółkowski 1981) and later,

cess to those aspects of the social process on which

especially among scholars from the Institute of So-

SI focuses its attention, that is, to current commu-

ciology at the University of Lodz (Czyżewski 1984;

nication processes as a mutual interaction. Hałas

1986; Bokszański 1986; Piotrowski 1998). Theoretical

(1990:199) comments on the significant neglect in us-

foundations for the analysis of identity processes

ing the biographical data in SI due to the perceived

were created, reaching for interactionist inspirations,

advantages of the interview and participant obser-

including SI (Strauss 1959). Identity transformation

vation—considered the best methods and preferred

processes were analyzed (Bokszański 1986), as well

in this approach. On the other hand, she expresses

as identity models in SI (Iowa School and Chicago

regret that central categories of SI, constructing and

School in SI; Bokszański 1989; Piotrowski 1998:55).

negotiating interaction order, relate only to cognitive processes, and yet “experience has richer di-

SI was also presented in light of other theoretical

mensions than just meaning,” and “understanding

orientations, such as phenomenological sociology

can never be reduced to rational comprehension”

and ethnomethodology (Ziółkowski 1981; Czyżews-

(Hałas 1990:201 [trans. AK and KTK]).8

ki 1984). These studies later resulted in research on
the language of the description of experiencing the

In analyzing the interactions between the Polish narrators
and the Soviets and Germans as occupiers, in her book The
War Experiences of Poles (1999), Kaja Kaźmierska used Strauss’s
concept of the awareness contexts, as well as the concept of
identity developed by this author in Mirrors and Masks (1959).
Also, studying the experiences of the Shoah survivors (2012),
she referred to the identity, the sense of biographical continuity, and biographical work. In her research on war narratives of
Poles, Alicja Rokuszewska-Pawełek (2002) invokes the Straussian concept of trajectory and uses it analytically to individual
and collective processes in a sense given to it by Fritz Schütze.
7

The author indicates the usefulness of the symbolic interactionist perspective for research on changes in biographical
experience, especially those deliberately carried out, such as
in the case of political indoctrination, religious conversion, or
psychiatric therapy (Hałas 1990:206). Generally, however, she
accuses contemporary SI of excessive formalism, limited interest in the issues of values, and the historical dimension of
social life (Hałas 1990:202-203), emphasizing that humanistic
sociology is not only a cognitive endeavor but also a moral one
(Hałas 1990:206).
8

world in biographical research (Kaźmierska 2008)
and discourse analysis (Czyżewski, Dunin, and Piotrowski 1991; Czyżewski, Kowalski, and Piotrowski 1997). On the other hand, symbolic interactionist
research developed in various places in Poland, especially in the Department of Sociology of Organization and Management at the University of Lodz.
These studies more concerned the social practices
and experiencing social worlds than only analyses
of the language.9
On the issue of experiencing and experiences in social research, see: Anna Wyka (1993), and for the analyses of the relation between the language and the society, see: Andrzej Piotrowski (1986).
9
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Theoretical Elaborations

the University of Warsaw. He wrote a book about
the connection between SI and sociology, analyzing

In the 1980s, an extremely important book that pop-

Mead’s influence on sociology, and later on Blum-

ularized symbolic interactionist tradition in Poland

er’s thoughts. He also considered other researchers’

was the work of Elżbieta Hałas (1987; then from the

influences (Krzemiński 1986). He used the inspira-

Catholic University of Lublin), The Social Context

tions from SI in his research and theoretical delib-

of Meanings in the Theory of Symbolic Interactionism,

erations about the Solidarity movement in Poland

which started from the analyses of the social context

(Krzemiński 1997; 2013; 2016).

of meanings in the SI theory. The author referred
to the idea of the humanistic coefficient by analyzing

The concepts of SI were later developed by other

the concept of meaning in Znaniecki’s works, and

authors, who attempted to link and understand the

its relation to the concept of meaning in various ap-

ideas of SI from the point of view of other theories

proaches in SI. Like researchers from the Institute of

or to analyze SI from a critical perspective (Titten-

Sociology of the University of Lodz, she tackled the

brun 1983). Grażyna Woroniecka ([1998] 2003) tried

issue of identity and also analyzed in detail the re-

to connect hermeneutics and the notion of pre-un-

lation between the concept of identity and the social

derstanding with symbolic interaction. She ana-

role. Hałas (1992; 1994; 2001) developed many issues

lyzed how the actor’s subjective point of view is re-

in which she undertook SI, and published many

lated to and translates into the intersubjective world

works on this subject. Her contribution to the de-

of communication. An introduction to more con-

velopment of SI in Poland was very significant. She

temporary variants of the epistemology of SI was

developed and elaborated on the concept of conver-

provided by Anna Kacperczyk (2007a; 2007b; 2016a)

sion—an extremely interesting interactionist prob-

in her attempts to review, discuss, and critique the

lem, one of the types of identity transformation—

approach defined as “situational analysis” by Adele

and showed it in a broader anthropological and

E. Clarke (2003; 2005). Fundamental theoretical

historical perspective (Hałas 1992). She brought the

analyses of social situations from the perspective of

Chicago School classics to the students by publish-

SI were done by Aleksander Manterys (2000; 2008),

ing the elaboration of three important progenitors

who critically elaborated on the limitations of some

of SI, Ch. H. Cooley, G. H. Mead, and H. Blumer, and

classical symbolic interactionist concepts that apply

also translations of selected texts of the above-men-

the negotiation perspective to the analysis of social

tioned classical interactionists (Hałas 1994). Theo-

situations and the definitions of the situations. Also,

retical inspirations and issues undertaken by SI can

Piotr Sztompka (2005) introduced the SI perspective

also be observed in other works of the author (Hałas

to the visual research describing interactionist and

2001).

symbolic interactionist inspirations and possibilities in using the photographic method in sociologi-

A little bit earlier an important elaboration of Cool-

cal research.

ey’s works was published by Janusz Mucha (1992),
and some translations of his classical texts appeared.

All of these activities gave the students of sociology

Another significant author who familiarized the

a chance to get acquainted with historical, theoret-

Polish reader with SI was Ireneusz Krzemiński from

ical, and empirical works created in the interpreta-
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tive paradigm, and offered new circumstances for

dertaking the investigation process in the frame of

the further development of SI in Poland, especially

SI allowed strengthening this approach and imple-

after the year 2000.

menting it in theorizing on social reality. Learning
on social reality meant for Polish researchers to do

Learning about SI through Translations
and Doing Research

extensive field studies, ethnographical research,
and analyzing thick data. A very important role in
assimilating the perspective of SI in Poland was the

As already mentioned, many books on symbolic in-

familiarization of Polish researchers with the proce-

teraction were translated in the years 2000 and later.

dures of the grounded theory methodology, which

They were not only very helpful in the development

transferred into the field of empirical research many

of an empirical trend in SI in Poland but also in es-

assumptions and general interpretative framework

tablishing the interpretive paradigm. Considering

of SI.

the interactionist perspective, there were mainly
translations of Erving Goffman books in Poland

Concerning empirical research, two translations

at that time. In the beginning, we only mentioned

were very helpful and important in the field study

those items in Goffman’s oeuvre which were most

and analysis of qualitative data. One was Glaser and

similar, although in part, to the orientation devel-

Strauss’s book Discovery of Grounded Theory ([1967]

oped by Mead and Blumer. So, we now mention the

2009), and the other one was Constructing Grounded

translated books: Stigma ([1963] 2005), Interaction Rit-

Theory ([2006] 2009) by Kathy Charmaz. These two,

ual ([1967] 2006), and Asylums ([1961] 2011).

very inspiring and constructive, books helped propagate not only qualitative research and data analysis

The translation of the original Blumer’s work

but also SI as a paradigm since the roots of ground-

Symbolic Interactionism ([1969] 2007) by Grażyna

ed theory can be traced to Blumer’s processual vi-

Woroniecka was quite a late achievement of Polish

sion of reality and Straussian negotiated order of so-

sociological translations, although very important.

cial reality (Konecki 2000). From 2008 Polish readers

It certainly helped to teach students on this perspec-

could get acquainted with the ordering of different

tive and provided epistemological foundations of SI.

varieties of the grounded theory from the book Pro-

Finally, the translation of Mirrors and Masks ([1959]

cedures and Emergence by Marek Gorzko (2008).

2013) improved the reception of the concept of identity in SI. Moreover, the publication of Awareness of

But, before that, for many years, Polish researchers

Dying (Glaser and Strauss [1965] 2016) was a very

had access to only a few works on the subject of

practical and methodical example of using the field

grounded theory methodology. Before 2000, there

study for the analysis of interaction and awareness

were only two published works available for Polish

contexts in the interactions.

readers that addressed grounded theory: Konecki’s
(1989) “The Methodology of Grounded Theory in

Since Polish scholars could study SI easier having

the Research of the Situation of Work” and the paper

the main concepts of the orientation in their native

by Zakrzewska-Manterys (1996) “De-Theorizing of

language, it was also easier for them to use these

Social World. Basics of Grounded Theory.” Both au-

concepts in the research conducted in Polish. Un-

thors emphasized not creating the theory before the

Qualitative Sociology Review • www.qualitativesociologyreview.org
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gathering of the data in empirical research. In 2000,

legacy in the approach of Anselm Strauss as he was

the book Studies in the Methodology of Qualitative Re-

one of the founders of grounded theory methodolo-

search. Grounded Theory was published by Konecki.

gy. The concepts of enacting change, meanings, and

It was a manual that indicated the connection be-

the construction of reality, the self, and society in an

tween grounded theory and SI (Konecki 2000:32-47),

interaction could be found in the grounded theory

spreading the idea of qualitative research in Poland.

epistemology and methodology.

The book became a set of indispensable tools for the
sociologist using qualitative methods of research

Institutionalization

and data analysis, and the interpretative paradigm
(Bukalska 2019).

A very important feature of the development of
SI in Poland was the institutionalization of the re-

Some of the important translations for the develop-

search interests and channels of communication.

ment of SI in Poland appeared in the journal Prze-

During the XII Congress of the Polish Sociological

gląd Socjologii Jakościowej. It was the paper by Robert

Association in 2004 in Poznan, the thematic group

Prus, “Drinking as Activity. An Interactionist Per-

“Constructing of Self and Society. The European

spective” (2007).10 The author shows that drinking

Variants of Symbolic Interactionism” was created.

alcohol is situationally and interactionally condi-

The sessions of this group were very popular, and

tioned and constructed. Another translated text

the effect of deliberations and discussions was the

by the same author traces the pragmatic themes,

publication of the book in Polish, edited by Elżbieta

thoughts, and symbolic interactions creating the

Hałas and Krzysztof Konecki (2005), under the same

communities in ancient poetry (Prus 2011).

title as the name of the group. The book summed up
the research and analyses that were undertaken at

There were also issued the translations of the very

that time on SI by Polish scholars.

important interactionist works that helped to broaden the view of contemporary interactionist orien-

Also the year 2005 was important for the develop-

tations and especially the methodology and epis-

ment of SI in Poland because in this year in the Pol-

temology of SI. The Polish translation of Charmaz

ish Sociological Association the section under the

([2006] 2009) gave support to the constructivist ap-

name Qualitative Sociology and Symbolic Interac-

proach in methodology that was implicitly included

tionism11 was created. The section started to orga-

in Anselm Strauss’s works. Here, the perspective of

nize conferences and lectures on SI and qualitative

SI in the methods of research has been highlighted.

research. A few years later, it also started the competition under the name of Anselm Strauss award-

Kathy Charmaz also directly referred to the symbol-

ing the best Polish symbolic interactionist publica-

ic interactionist and pragmatist inspirations in her

tion of the year.12

constructivist approach in grounded theory (Charmaz 2006:7, 22). She looked for the Chicago School

Information about the section is available at: https://pts.org.
pl/en/sekcje/sekcja-socjologii-jakosciowej-i-si/.
11

Katarzyna Kowal received the award for the article “Między
ziemią a niebem… Doświadczanie własnej cielesności przez osoby praktykujące podwieszanie ciała – studium socjologiczne
[Between Earth and Sky…Experience of Own Corporeality by
12

This article originally appeared in 1983 in the Journal of Studies on Alcohol 44(3):460-475.
10
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In 2012, the members of the section accomplished

a great opportunity to meet researchers from Eu-

a collective work by publishing the Dictionary of

rope and North America and to discuss the ways

Qualitative Sociology (Konecki and Chomczyński

in which empirical endeavors of SI contribute to

2012) with many entries referring to SI, such as: so-

a more generic understanding of human group life.

ciological ethnography, front stage, total institution,
constructivist grounded theory, biographical meth-

A vital element of the institutionalization of the

od, accounts, biographical work, articulation work,

symbolic interactionist approach in Poland was

social world, techniques of neutralization, labeling

the creation of the journals with the mission of

theory, identity, trajectory, generalized other, hu-

connecting researchers who work in this tradition,

manistic coefficient, significant other.

“for whom interpretative paradigm and qualitative research methodology are basic perspectives

The section collaborated with the Qualitative Net-

of studying social reality, in order to enable a free

work of European Sociological Association, and in

flow of information and to integrate the commu-

2016 organized the conference “Qualitative Methods

nity of qualitative sociologists,” as states the flyer

and Research Technologies” in Cracow. The topic

on the cover of every issue of the Qualitative Sociol-

of that conference corresponded with other events

ogy Review.14 In fact, the Department of Sociology

held by the section, whose interest embraced the is-

of Organization and Management at the Universi-

sues of: social worlds and subcultures, new meth-

ty of Lodz created two journals with that mission,

ods of qualitative research, qualitative research and

one is the Qualitative Sociology Review, which pub-

pragmatism, the teaching of qualitative methods, et

lishes papers in English, and another is Przegląd

cetera.

Socjologii Jakościowej that publishes mainly in the
Polish language. Each of these two journals, popu-

In 2017, in cooperation with the European Society

lar not only in Poland, produces four issues a year.

for the Study of Symbolic Interaction, the section

The journals are indexed in many important da-

organized another international event, the confer-

tabases. Many foreign scholars collaborate with

ence “Studying Everyday Life. Generic Dimensions

the QSR and PSJ journals and support them with

of Interactionist Inquiry” (July 04-08, 2017) held at

their expertise. One of them is Robert Prus from

the University of Lodz. The event aimed “to provide

Waterloo University in Canada, who has published

an interdisciplinary and international forum within

many essential papers on symbolic interaction and

which to utilize and extend symbolic interactionist

pragmatic issues in ancient philosophical texts and

theory and methods in the thick description and

concepts, for example, referring to Aristotle or Pla-

exploration of human lived experience,”13 and was

to (Prus 2013a; 2013b).

People Practicing Body Suspension—Sociological Study].” 2018.
Przegląd Socjologii Jakościowej 14(2):84-119, and Honors went to
Katarzyna Kalinowska for the book Praktyki flirtu i podrywu.
Studium z mikrosocjologii emocji [The Practices of Flirting and Pickup.
A Study in the Microsociology of Emotions]. 2018. Torun: Wydawnictwo Naukowe Uniwersytetu Mikołaja Kopernika.
Full information on the event is available at: https://www.britsoc.co.uk/umbraco/plugins/umbracoContour/files/631209c6532e-4f02-a832-c9e14e6fec63/CFP_2017_EUSSSI_1_.pdf.
13

“All sociologists who make use of an interpretative paradigm
and qualitative research methodology are welcome to submit
their articles and support our initiative. We especially welcome
researchers who use symbolic interactionism perspective, but
also grounded theory, sociological ethnography, autoethnography, phenomenology, ethnomethodology, and who use the
methods of observation of actions and analysis of lived experiences.” See: http://www.qualitativesociologyreview.org/ENG/
index_eng.php.
14
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Considering the range and scope of symbolic inter-

action mainly based on the activity of interactionists

actionist research projects and published works, it

from the University of Lodz (mainly scholars from

seems that the Department of Sociology of Organi-

the Department of Sociology of Organization and

zation and Management at the Faculty of Econom-

Management and Institute of Sociology). Expressing

ics and Sociology at the University of Lodz remains

a view that in symbolic interactionist investigations,

an important Polish center of symbolic interaction-

the theory, methodology, and empirical data are to

ist research (Byczkowska-Owczarek 2012; 2015;

be indispensably interrelated and internally linked,

Chomczyński 2008; 2014; 2015; 2017; 2018; Dymarczyk

we intentionally focus on empirical studies that meet

2008; 2018a; Konecki 1987; 1989; 1994; 1997; 1999; 2000;

this criterion.

2005a; 2005b; 2005c; 2007; 2008a; 2010; 2011; 2012;
2014; 2015; 2017; Kubczak 2011; Marciniak 2008; 2016;

The most crucial orientation used by Polish re-

Niedbalski 2015; 2016a; 2016b; 2016c; 2016d; 2017; 2019;

searchers was the grounded theory methodology,

Pawłowska 2012; Ślęzak 2009; 2015; 2017; Wojciech-

and the main theoretical foundation was SI with

owska 2012; 2015; 2020). Anna Kacperczyk is another

strong inspirations from Anselm Strauss’s work.

scholar from the Institute of Sociology at the Univer-

Krzysztof T. Konecki (1987; 1989; 1994), who met

sity of Lodz connected with this center. Many mas-

Strauss personally and studied for one year under

ter’s and doctoral dissertations were created there.

his supervision, has been using the grounded theo-

Several of them were of high quality and received

ry and interactionist perspective for many years. In

prizes in local and nationwide competitions.

the years 1994-1995, Konecki investigated executive

15

search companies in Silicon Valley and consulted
Polish SI has had a strong empirical trend. The grow-

the research outcomes with Anselm Strauss during

ing matrix of executed and ongoing investigations

his seminar at UCSF (Konecki 1997; 1999). Although

strengthened the world of SI, providing the data for

it was not the first application of grounded theory by

deliberations and theoretical discussions. The com-

Konecki, the joint work with Strauss convinced him

munication channels were very important since due

of the clarity of grounded theory methodology pro-

to publishing activity, conferences, and workshops

cedures and their applicability in teaching. In 2000,

created a space for the exchange of thoughts, re-

he published the first Polish manual of grounded

search experiences, and outcomes.

theory: Studies in Methodology of Qualitative Research.
Grounded Theory. The publication of the book en-

The Subjects of Empirical Research and
Publications

couraged other researchers and students to use
grounded theory procedures in their investigations
and, above all, gave them tools to make qualitative,

In the following part of the article, we consider the

interactionist research and empirical data analysis

efforts of Polish researchers studying symbolic inter-

possible. The book, apart from methodological and
epistemological considerations, also had an instruc-

The following persons’ monographs were awarded in the
contents welcoming dissertations that used the symbolic interactionist perspectives in the research and analyses: Łukasz
Marciniak, Jakub Niedbalski, Piotr Bielski, Marta Zwolińska,
Magdalena Wojciechowska, Piotr Miller, Izabela Ślęzak-Niedbalska, Michał Lesiak.
15
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tive part focused on gathering qualitative data and
particular grounded theory analytical procedures.
All of Konecki’s inspirations coming from Glaser
and Strauss’s books (Glaser and Strauss 1965; 1967;
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Glaser 1978; Strauss 1987) were not widely known in

in which the central category was the process of be-

Poland at that time, thus the first manual in Polish

coming, and thus constructing identity, transform-

was a very important source for the scholars inter-

ing identity, and understanding it in specific social

ested in qualitative analysis of interaction processes.

worlds. These were directly related to the issues and
theoretical concepts undertaken by SI, including the

The following publications of Polish symbolic inter-

issues of labor and occupational sociology (Hughes

actionists were mainly in the Polish language. The

1958; 1997). The monographs were published on be-

publication of the articles—most often reporting the

coming a new worker in a factory (Konecki 2007),

conduct and results of the investigations that used

on converting students of theatrical art to an artistic

many theoretical concepts applied in the concrete em-

and actors’ perspective (Hernik 2007), on becoming

pirical situations and case studies—revealed the ideas

an academic teacher (Marciniak 2008), on becoming

that created the general perspective of symbolic in-

a poet (Ślęzak 2009), on becoming an organic farmer

teractionist studies. There were the following notions

(Bielski 2009), on constructing the identity of a moun-

constantly present in these studies: role-taking, self,

tain rescuer (Miller 2010), on constructing identity

looking-glass self, the definition of the situation, sen-

in the world of carrier pigeon breeders (Słowińska

sitizing concepts, total institutions, impression man-

2010). All of these were related to the analysis of

agement, significant other, shame, pride, and so on.

identity, identity work, and identity change. The
identity was somehow one of the central categories

The methodology of grounded theory was predom-

focusing attention during the analysis of the process

inantly organizing the course of the study and data

of becoming (see: Wagner 2005; 2011; 2015; Kubczak

analysis process. The method of sociological ethnog-

2011; Mróz 2012; Bunio-Mroczek 2015).

raphy prevailed in the fieldwork (Prus 1996; 1997).
Techniques of data gathering included: unstruc-

A very interesting contribution to the field of empir-

tured interviews, observations, participant obser-

ical studies in SI was made by Izabela Wagner. She

vations, collecting and/or creating visual data, and

is a Polish-originated scholar, who studied sociolo-

collecting documents for analysis as the extant data.

gy in France under the supervision of a Sorbonne

The significant methodological publications that

professor Jean-Michel Chapoulie, the specialist of

helped to improve doing the qualitative research

the Chicago School. For this reason, her sociologi-

in the SI style were the book by Konecki (2000) on

cal education included intensive training in quali-

grounded theory and qualitative techniques of re-

tative methods, conversance with works of Everett

search, and by Kacperczyk (2016a) about the meth-

Hughes, Howard Becker, and a strong orientation

ods of research and the analysis of social worlds.

towards the intellectual tradition developed by sociologists from the Chicago School. Her PhD thesis,

The vital endeavor was undertaken by the journal

La production sociale des violonistes virtuoses (The So-

Przegląd Socjologii Jakościowej that published a series

cial Production of the Virtuoso), was based on ten years

of monographs under the name of “Becoming...”

of field research and was about the socialization of

edited by Anna Kacperczyk (Hernik 2007; Konec-

soloists and the career-making process in the artis-

ki 2007; Marciniak 2008; Bielski 2009; Ślęzak 2009;

tic elite world (published in 2015). Wagner contin-

Miller 2010; Słowińska 2010). These were the studies

ued the ethnographic research of elite professional

Qualitative Sociology Review • www.qualitativesociologyreview.org
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worlds, addressing the problem of scientific elites’

research on the social organization of the flea market

migration (2011), and expanding theorizing about

activities where the interactional tactics were traced,

biography in the symbolic interactionist frame in

and spatial and social hierarchy, as well as the divi-

her latest book Bauman: A Biography (2020). Besides

sion of work, were described (Marciniak 2016). The

her interesting field studies on career coupling

grounded theory and interactionist perspective were

(Wagner 2005), international mobility of creative

also used in analyzing financial markets and the pro-

professionals (Wagner 2011; 2016), or becoming a vi-

fession of individual investors (Pyfel 2015).

olin virtuoso (Wagner 2015), she established an interesting group of researchers inspired by SI in the

The works worth mentioning are also publications of

Institute of Sociology at the Warsaw University. In

Anna Kacperczyk (1998; 1999; 2002; 2006) on pallia-

2008-2017, Wagner conducted the course “Chicago

tive care that gave the input to the analysis of hospice

School and Social Problems” at Warsaw University.

and palliative care development in Poland through

She also led the students’ research club and super-

the case study of the care-teams organization and the

vised their PhD theses. Her students, Beata Kow-

interaction processes between the participants of the

alczyk and Mariusz Finkielsztein, investigated the

situation of dying where caregivers meet terminally

identity issues in the processes of becoming and ca-

ill recipients and their family. The awareness con-

reers. Mariusz Finkielsztein started a very intrigu-

texts of the interactions between volunteers, person-

ing area of research on boredom. In his PhD thesis

nel, and dying patients in hospices were investigat-

entitled On the Social Significance of Boredom. The Phe-

ed. The author reached for the concepts of Glaser and

nomenon of Boredom in a University Milieu, he focused

Strauss (1965) that appeared useful in the analysis of

on boredom in higher education (Finkielsztein 2017;

the interactions in the terminal situations.

2019). He also organized the International Interdisciplinary Boredom Conference in Warsaw. Anoth-

Another interesting research study was done on

er young scholar, Beata Kowalczyk, worked on the

stigmatization and deviance. For example, there

thesis “Transnational” Art World. Career Patterns of

was the analysis concerned mainly with the mi-

Japanese Musicians in the European World of Classical

cro-level and the workplace as the terrain of creating

Music (see also: Kowalczyk 2014; she will soon pub-

the victim in the process of mobbing (Chomczyński

lish a book [Kowalczyk in press]).

2008). The point of view of participants was widely represented and workable categories of analysis

SI as a theoretical perspective, along with the meth-

were created based on their narrations. The concepts

odology of grounded theory, was used in the re-

were also associated with the issue of professions

search on work, professions, and interactions in

and work. There were essential researches on pros-

diverse workplaces, organizational cultures, and or-

titution and escort agencies that used the concepts

ganizational subcultures (Konecki 1994; 2007; Wag-

of stigma and work on identity (Wojciechowska

ner 2005; Dymarczyk 2008, 2018a; Lesiak 2019), and

2012; 2015) and the concepts of work (Ślęzak 2015),

also on professions and educational organizations

but also the category of violence in sex work (Ślęzak

(Byczkowska 2006). The interests in organizations,

2017). Magdalena Wojciechowska also analyzed

management, and economic actions (Konecki 2008b)

the identity work (normalizing practices) among

were meaningful in empirical research. There was

non-heteronormative women partners having chil-
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dren (Wojciechowska 2020: chapters 7 and 8). The

2016b), and in the sport of disabled persons (Nied-

influence of concepts from SI is noticeable in these

balski 2016c). The notion of interaction was im-

works (Strauss 1993; Prus and Grills 2003).

portant in all the aforementioned terrains of study,
and in climbing, it was also analyzed as the inter-

The problems of rehabilitation connected with

actions with material objects and with inanimate

stigmatization and deviance were also developed

nature (Kacperczyk 2016a).

in the research. SI was connected with cognitive-behavioral theory and situational action the-

Another important topic was connected with the

ory, especially in pedagogy (Bernasiewicz 2011;

arousal of emotions in interactions (Pawłowska 2012;

2012; 2017). There was also a field study of youth

Pawłowska and Konecki 2013). There were publica-

shelters and correctional facilities that analyzed in-

tions that related to the theoretical issues of emo-

teractions between staff and inmates (Chomczyńs-

tions in SI, the elaboration of Theodore Kemper’s

ki 2014) and between the correctional facilities’

theory (Pawłowska 2014), and Thomas Scheff’s the-

charges (Chomczyński 2015).

ory (Konecki 2014). But, there also were researches
on the emotions experienced in many diverse situa-

Social rehabilitation was also in the center of interests

tions, interactions, and organizations, as in teachers’

of another symbolic interactionist researcher, Jakub

work, hatha-yoga practice, climbing, and correctional

Niedbalski (2015), who researched on interactions

homes (Pawłowska and Chomczyński 2012; Kacper-

of personnel with mentally handicapped charges in

czyk 2013; 2016a; Chomczyński 2014; Pawłowska and

social welfare homes. His interests later evolved in

Konecki 2014).

the direction of sport and the sociology of the body,
when he studied sports practiced by people with dis-

The development of the visual analysis in the SI style

abilities and analyzed psycho-social rehabilitation by

can be seen as an achievement of the Polish SI brand.

sport (Niedbalski 2016a; 2016d). The author also ana-

The elaboration of the visual grounded theory was

lyzed the careers of disabled sportspeople from the

one of the moments that advanced the visual analysis

symbolic interactionist perspective (2016c).

(Konecki 2005c; 2011). The constructivist flavor dominated the study. Among the various visual artifacts

The latest, very important development was in the

that had been researched and analyzed were photos

research on the body and embodiment. Although

of the interactions of animals and humans (Konecki

it seemed to be a forgotten or taken-for-granted

2005b), video recordings (Konecki 2008a; Byczkows-

dimension of interaction in symbolic interaction-

ka 2012), and war posters (Ferenc, Dymarczyk, and

ist studies, the body remains an indispensable

Chomczyński 2014). One of the researchers in vi-

part of social settings and interactional situa-

sual studies is Waldemar Dymarczyk (2008), who

tions. The analysis of the body was conducted in

published one of the first visual analyses based on

the following subjects: the interaction of humans

grounded theory. His analysis of the war posters

with animals (Konecki 2005b), the body practice

aroused a big interest on the Internet (Dymarczyk

and embodiment in dance (Byczkowska 2012; By-

2014). He also analyzed the use of esthetics and

czkowska-Owczarek 2015), the hatha-yoga practice

fascists symbols in the contemporary iconosphere

(Konecki 2015), climbing (Kacperczyk 2012; 2013;

(2018b).
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By discussing the examples of the work and achieve-

practice, especially to sociological ethnography and

ments of one research center in Poland (located at the

grounded theory methodology as a style of gather-

University of Lodz) that concentrates activities and

ing and analyzing data.

investigations of scholars and enhances their efforts
by the operation of the Section of Qualitative Sociol-

The field research that was done in the theoretical

ogy and Symbolic Interactionism of the Polish Socio-

frame of SI and the methodology of grounded the-

logical Association and two important journals, we

ory resulted in raising epistemological and method-

tried to show the diversity of investigated areas and

ological reflections of Polish researchers (Konecki

analyzed topics in the symbolic interactionist per-

1989; 2000; Kacperczyk 2016a; Chomczyński 2017;

spective, and, at the same time, its internal coherence.

2018; Byczkowska-Owczarek 2019). The methodology that used sociological ethnography as a method

Conclusions

(Prus 1996) was elaborated critically also in ethical
terms (Niedbalski 2016b; Niedbalski and Ślęzak 2016;

In Poland, we can differentiate two trends in the

Chomczyński 2017). Thus, the empirical trend of SI

development of SI. One is connected with ear-

embedded in extensive field research has been very

ly theoretical elaborations of the orientation and

strong in Poland.

translations of the classical books of SI, and another
is mainly connected with empirical research that

One may conclude that SI in Poland has been devel-

used SI concepts and the grounded theory approach

oping in many dimensions. Methods, ethical issues,

to investigate social reality.

epistemological reflection, and varied topics prove
that the growth of SI was dynamic. The inspirations

The translations of classical books in symbolic in-

from other theoretical orientations were also no-

teractionist tradition to Polish were slightly late.

ticed. The influence of Bourdieu’s theory, Foucault’s

The majority of them were done after the year 2000.

works, ANT orientation, grounded theory, con-

However, this does not mean that the reception of SI

structivism, phenomenology, ethnomethodology,

was not possible earlier without these translations.

and recently autoethnography and contemplative

Some Polish theoretical elaborations that analyzed

studies is noticeable. Although the combination of

in detail the classical texts of SI and the pragmatist

many different orientations is difficult to realize, the

roots of it were available—the thought of SI was in-

inspirations from different perspectives are, how-

termediated by the works of Ziółkowski (1981), Tit-

ever, not only possible but perhaps somehow un-

tenbrun (1983), Czyżewski (1984), Piotrowski (1985),

avoidable. We should stress that the methodology of

Bokszański (1986; 1989), Hałas (1986), Krzemiński

grounded theory in the version of Strauss (1987) and

(1986; 1997). However, the translations were a very

later Charmaz (Gorzko 2008:403, 407-408) was very

important element of influencing the reception of SI

important for the researchers who used the symbol-

in Poland. The translated books and papers influ-

ic interactionist perspective, and it was a fundamen-

enced the research and theoretical analysis practice

tal procedure for the analysis of empirical data.

of the scholars. The translation of Goffman’s works
and methodological books on grounded theory

Finally, we should remember that Znaniecki’s

was very important in the development of research

works and their continuation by other researchers
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(Chałasiński, Jakubczak, Krzywicki, and others)

searchers are not dogmatic and broaden the view to

prepared the ground for the reception of SI in Po-

find new inspirations and to deepen the approach

land. Their reflections and theoretical solutions still

of SI, as, for example, by using situational analysis

resonate in newer empirical works and contempo-

(Clarke 2005; see also: Kacperczyk 2007a; 2007b).

rary research, combining Polish SI with the Chicago

There is a noticeable turn to autoethnographic re-

School traditions.

search (Kacperczyk 2014; 2017) and contemplative
studies in social research (Konecki 2018). We believe

The development of SI was also connected with

that other orientations will enrich SI theoretically

crossing the boundaries of the perspective. The re-

and also make its development substantial.
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